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14-SCREEN CINEMA 


READIES FOR 


ITS DEBUT NEAR 
DRIPPING SPRINGS 


STATESMAN INVESTIGATES UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 


UT prof pleaded to felony, kept job 


WATCHDOG COVERAGE 


This story is an example of the American- 


Statesman’s commitment to watchdog 


coverage. Ralph K.M. Haurwitz has 


covered the University of Texas for 14 
years, and has recently worked with 
courts reporter Ryan Autullo to cover 
the university’s enforcement of sexual 
misconduct policies for employees 


and for students who have been 
disciplined for breaking them. 


AUSTIN360 


He was accused of strangling 
his girlfriend, but UT chose 


not to sanction him. 


By Ralph K.M. Haurwitzand Ryan Autullo 


rhaurwitz@statesman.com 
rautullo@statesman.com 


A University of Texas professor who pleaded 
guilty to a felony charge of strangling his 


THIRTY 
MOVIES 


to tide us over till the 
summer blockbusters 


girlfriend to the point that she saw “stars” 


remains on the job despite a school policy 


condemning domestic violence as prohib- 
ited conduct that it “will not tolerate,” an 
American-Statesman investigation has found. 

Richard A. Morrisett had also been 
accused of a second violent incident that 
sent his girlfriend to the hospital and 
of repeatedly violating a court order to 
stay away from her. After learning of the 
charges against Morrisett, university offi- 
cials placed him on paid administrative 
leave for 18 days in August 2016 while 


Assault continued on A9 
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
GET REDRAWN 
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NEW DETAILS PAID SICK LEAVE 


Austin nears vote 
on mandating sick 
pay for all workers 


It would be first in state 
to place requirement 
on private employers. 


By Philip Jankowski 
pjankowski@statesman.com 


Like many Austin residents, 
Lucio Peña recently came down 
with the flu. 

It kept Pena, 25, out of his full- 
time job at LSG Sky Chefs for a 
week and a half. For many, the 
extended illness would amount 
to a tolerable inconvenience. 

But Peña is one of the 223,000 
workers in Austin — 37 percent 
of the city’s workforce — who do 
not get paid time off from work 


when they fall ill. Pay from those 
work days is lost, and the illness 
has caused him to get behind on 
several bills. 

“We’re way behind,” Pena 
said while holding his 3-year- 
old daughter Sophie at a commu- 
nity forum this week at Carver 
Branch Library in East Austin. 

Pefia was there to learn about 
a proposed city ordinance that 
would require private employers 
in Austin to pay sick leave to all 
employees. The ordinance, which 
is set for a City Council vote on 
Feb. 15, would be the first of its 
kind in Texas. 

Under the proposal, an 


Sick leave continued on A6 


CONTINUING COVERAGE IMMIGRATION 


DACA recipients renewing 
protections while they can 


Long lines form in L.A., 
Houston, but Austin’s 
situation less chaotic. 


By Nancy Flores 
nflores@statesman.com 


When a federal court order 
this month allowed recipients of 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals to temporarily renew the 
permits that allow young immi- 
grants to live and work in the 
United States legally, many eli- 
gible DACA holders across the 
country rushed to take advan- 
tage of the unique small window 
of opportunity. 

In Austin, immigrant legal ser- 
vices providers and advocacy 


ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
Clickonto Tech Extra 
intoday’s ePaper 


Statesman subscribers can find 
4 additional pages of tech coverage 
at statesman.com/epaper. 


So Much More 
Than a Language 
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The rising STAR of Texas 


groups banded together to host 
a DACA renewal clinic last week 
that drew about 50 renewal seek- 
ers to Austin’s Mexican Consulate. 
This week’s continued demand 
for renewals has prompted those 
groups to bolster their coordi- 
nated efforts as part of the Texas 
Here to Stay coalition and provide 
an additional DACA renewal clinic 
Saturday at Refugee Services of 
Texas in North Austin. 

While cities such as Los Ange- 
les and Houston saw long lines 
of DACA recipients form at non- 
profit groups in the early morning 
hours, the situation has been less 
chaotic here. Coalition members 
said that working together through 


DACA continued on A10 
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NATION & WORLD, A10 
Harvey’s rains likely 
largestinU.S. history 


Hurricane Center says no other 
| storm ever dumped so much rain 
over such an enormous area. 


TRUMP AT WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM 


= 


President Donald Trump shakes the hand of Bill McDermott (left), CEO of European software giant SAP, 


Pe == 


during a dinner Thursday at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. Flanking Trump (from left) 
are Siemens CEO Joe Kaeser and Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen. EVAN VUCCI/ ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Trump heads to forum 
with ‘prosperity’ angle 


President huddles with U.K-s May, lauds business CEOs. 


By Catherine Lucey 
Associated Press 


DAVOS, SWITZERLAND — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump barreled 
into a global summit in the Swiss 
Alps on Thursday, threatening 
to stop U.S. aid to the Palestin- 
ians and dismissing as a “false 
rumor” the idea that there are 
tensions in the U.S. relationship 
with Britain. 

Trump’s debut appearance at 
the glitzy World Economic Forum 
was hotly anticipated, with long- 
time attendees of the free-trade- 
focused event wondering how the 
“America First” president would 


MUELLER FIRING ORDERED 
W Bz. 


Trump Mueller 


» Sources: President backed off 
when White House counsel 
vowed to quit, A8 


fit in. Crowds clustered around 
Trump as he entered the mod- 
ern conference hall, the presi- 
dent telling passers-by that he 
was bringing a message of “peace 
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Succeed with a Master of Arts in Spanish 


e Enter job market in business, industry, government, 
e Teach Spanish language and culture in high schools 


e Pursue the PhD in Hispanic Literatures or Linguistics 
e Become part of a global community 


and prosperity.” 

Trump framed his visit as a 
sign of positive things happen- 
ing for the U.S. economy. 

“When I decided to come to 
Davos, I didn’t think in terms of 
elitist or globalist, I thought in 
terms of lots of people that want to 
invest lots of money and they’re all 
coming back to the United States, 
they’re coming back to America,” 
the president told CNBC. 

His meeting with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, a 
close ally, was their first since the 
president announced earlier this 


Trump continued on A6 
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